C o u r s e  S y l l a b u s

ENGL 1010: English Composition I

3 credit hours

Fall term, 2013
Section 01 DL Room 9:00-10:00 

DUAL CREDIT FROM ARNOLD PUBLIC SCHOOL

THROUGH MID-PLAINS COMMUNITY COLLEGE

601 STATE FARM ROAD

NORTH PLATTE, NE  69101

Telephone:

(308) 535-3747 or   800-658-4308, Mid Plains




(308) 848-2226 ext. 8
Fax:


(308) 848-2201 (Arnold School)

E-mail:

dmoninger@esu10.org (preferred email) or   moningerd@mpcc.edu 

Date Class Begins:
August 16, 2013
Date Class Ends:  
December 20, 2013


Dates class does not meet:
September 2, 2013

November 28 & 29, 2013






Others TBA

Instructor:  
Debby Moninger

Office hours:

Monday through Thursday:
8:00-9:00 a.m.




and by appointment

Mid-Plains Community College is committed to providing a discrimination-free environment for its students with disabilities.  Students with learning or physical disabilities are encouraged to request assistance from Sherry Mihel (535-3710) or Kristen Grimes (535-3706) on the South Campus; Robin Rankin (535-3637) on the North Campus; or Brandon Lenhart (345-8128) on the McCook Campus.
PART ONE
I.
CATALOG DESCRIPTION:  ENGL 1010 English Composition I is designed to develop writing skills.  Students write short papers and essays based upon their personal experience and/or assigned readings.  The course emphasizes the clear written expression of ideas and the importance of organization, word choice, logic, and sentence construction.  The process of planning, writing, revising, researching, documenting, and editing essays for a particular audience is also emphasized.


Prerequisite: Assessment testing (minimum score on placement exam) or successful completion of developmental courses.
II.  
COURSE OBJECTIVES:  Course will:
1. Provide practice in writing clear, coherent, effective essays for multiple purposes and audiences according to commonly accepted standards of usage and mechanics.

2. Develop ideas and clear insights to provoke creative and critical thinking. 
3. Offer students opportunities to develop and refine writing skills through revision.
4. Analyze, evaluate, and discuss writing in order to identify and employ rhetorical strategies.
5. Learn and use research skills to responsibly evaluate and incorporate information

III.  
STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:  Students will be able to:

1. Create and develop effective thesis statement. 
2. Write unified and well-supported essays with coherent paragraphs. 
3. Acknowledge different audiences and appropriately adapt to them. 
4. Develop and incorporate appropriate rhetorical methods. 
5. Evaluate student, peer, and professional writing. 
6. Revise essays for content, structure, tone, voice and diction. 
7. Edit (proofread) the draft carefully to eliminate errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics. 
8. Evaluate and incorporate source information. 
9. Use a recognized formatting and citation format.
10. Revision and Editing
a. Revise for audience and purpose.
b. Assess alternative methods of ordering information.
c. Evaluate effectiveness of transitions.
d. Add or eliminate information relevant to thesis.
e. Proofread and correct writing to meet common acceptable standards of grammar, usage, and mechanics.
11. Research 
a. Learn and use primary and secondary research sources. 
b. Evaluate sources for credibility and relevancy to topic and purpose.
c. Synthesize, integrate, and analyze source material. 
d. Use a standard, recognized style for formatting and documenting sources. 
e. Recognize and avoid plagiarism.

IV.  
COURSE MATERIALS:  


Required text:

Wyrick, Jean.  Steps to Writing Well with Additional Readings.  11th ed.  Boston:  Wadsworth Cengage Learning, 2011. Print.

Suggested text:
Gibaldi, Joseph. MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers. 7th ed. (2009). 

PART TWO

I.  
Instructor Information:


Debby Moninger


405 N. Haskell, Arnold NE 69120


(308) 848-2226, ext. 8

(308) 848-3336, (home)


dmoninger@esu10.org   (preferred) or monigerd@mpcc.edu, 

II.  
Instructional Methods may include:

A. Traditional classroom lecture and class discussion

B. Group discussions, group activities

C. Peer review sessions/workshops

D. Discussion Boards

E. Oral supplementary activities
F. Digital portfolio
G. Videos

H. Pop-quizzes and/or tests

III.  
Course Requirements:
A. The student is expected to:

1. read the assignments—all assigned readings must be completed before the class period they are due, and students should come to class prepared to discuss the assigned reading.

2. participate in class discussions.

3. write and complete all the assigned papers and discussion boards.

4. attend class regularly.

B. Essays: 

1. All essays written outside of class must include a rough draft with revisions and a typed final copy.  These will be gathered for a class portfolio.  The essay will be turned in electronically (save as .doc or .docx). Final copies of essays will be submitted through SafeAssignment on Blackboard and will automatically be scanned for plagiarism.  Blackboard will show you when it has been successfully submitted. Please note:  it is your responsibility to make sure I receive it.  

2. Essays are due on the due date even if you are absent.  When a student is going to be absent, arrangements must be made with the instructor to hand in the paper ahead of the due date.  Any essay handed in late will lose 10% (a full letter grade).  Students must turn any late essays in by the next class period, or the essay receives a zero--even if you are absent.   

3. No excuses will be accepted for late papers, except in extreme cases that are worked out ahead of time with the instructor.  Computer problems are not acceptable excuses.  

4. If the essay is submitted, but does not meet the requirements, the essay will lose 10% per missing requirement.  

5. All papers must follow correct MLA format.

6. All drafts of each paper, and electronic copies, must be submitted to pass the course.

C. Paper assessment:

· I will assess your essays upon quality of content (including use of source materials), clarity of form (including correct documentation), and clarity of style (including grammatical correctness).  This holds true of all writing assignments:  discussion boards, class participation assignments, and essays. 
D. Portfolio:
 

1. At the end of the semester, you will be required to submit a digital portfolio of your work. The specifics of how portfolios will be submitted will be discussed, but it will be easier if you organize your material as you proceed with the course.  Your portfolio should include a 1 or 2-page reflection of the class, class assignments, discussion boards, final copies, and rough drafts.  Organization and creativity will be the key to a high grade.
IV.  
Grading/Evaluation:


A.  The grading scale for this class is:


A+ 97-100%

A   90-96%

B+ 87-89%

B   80-86%

C+ 77-79%

C   70-76%

D+ 67-69%

D   60-66%

F    0-59%

Each paper, assignment, and quiz will be given a grade in the form of a fraction that consists of points possible and points earned.  For example, a paper is worth 100 points, and you receive 80 points (80/100).  You would receive 80% (divide the top number by the bottom number), and by checking the grading scale, your letter grade would be B. 


B.  Approximate value of work in this class:



Papers/essays:  

40% of the grade



Discussion Boards:

20% of the grade


Writing Process:

15% of the grade


Participation/daily work:
10% of the grade



Exams/digital portfolio:
10% of the grade

E. ACADEMIC DISHONESTY

1. Two kinds of plagiarism exist:  1) intentional (the representation of the ideas or words of another as your own); and 2) accidental (an error in citing a source properly).  Both are inappropriate.  Accidental plagiarism will affect your grade severely; intentional plagiarism will result in a grade of “zero” on the essay.  Students who willfully violate this principle will fail the assignment and may be asked to drop the course.  Willful violation of this principle includes the following:

· Submitting another student’s essay or one that is essentially the same as another student’s essay as your own.  Both students will fail the assignment and may fail the course.

· Submitting an essay that you have procured online or from a commercial supplier of essays.

· Incorporating material from sources—data, analysis, and organization—without providing appropriate documentation.

· Fabricating sources or information.

2.  Cheating:  means getting unauthorized help on an assignment, quiz, or examination.  Obtaining exam questions illegally before an exam, or tampering with an exam after it has been corrected (Davis, 1993).

3. Facilitating:  intentionally or knowingly helping or attempting to help another (to cheat) (Pavela, 1978).

4. Misrepresentation:  providing false information to an instructor concerning an academic exercise (Keith-Spiegel, 2002).

5. Sabotage:  consists of actions that prevent others from completing their work (Keith-Spiegel, 2002).

Please note that an essay or assignment may receive a passing grade initially but receive a failing grade later if I discover that it contains work that is not your own.  If you have any questions about these matters, be sure to discuss them with me.

V.  
Attendance:

Since some writing for this class is done during the class period and discussion is an important course component, it is essential that students attend class regularly, so attendance is required; therefore, attendance is taken daily.  Students will be allowed two “free” absence days for illness or doctor’s appointments or any reason, which will not count against them.  School sponsored activities where an email has been sent to faculty through the office or coaches will not count as an absence.  However, you are not excused from assignments due or class work for those days.  At the end of the semester, one percentage point for every absence beyond the two “free” absences will be deducted from your final grade. (For example, if you earned an 80% (B), but had three unexcused absences, you will receive a 79% (C+) for your final grade.)

· If you are an athlete, you must have your coach send me a list of the dates you will be absent before you miss class.  I have asked to receive announcements from the office. 

· If you know you will be absent, it is your responsibility to find out any assignments/handouts you will miss and turn in any assignments/papers ahead of time and be prepared for the next period you attend.  

· If you are absent—excused or unexcused—it is your responsibility to find out any assignments/handouts you missed and turn in any assignments at the next class period (for those who did not know they would be absent) and be prepared for that period.  If you miss a class period that an essay is due—see Policy of Make-up Quizzes/Tests and Late Assignments.

VI.  
Policy of Make-up Quizzes/Tests and Late Assignments:

A.  Homework

1.  All homework is due at the beginning of the class period on the assigned date.

2.  If for some reason you are unable to attend class, you are still responsible for turning in the assignment to the instructor on time by attaching it to an e-mail prior to class, or, if appropriate, sending it with another student. 

3.  A letter grade/10-percent penalty will be given for late work, and no assignment will be accepted beyond one week after the due date.  No make-up will be given for missed class work (including your two “free” days), and a zero will be recorded for that assignment.  Please note that all essays must be submitted to pass the course.  

B.  Class Work

1.  Many class activities cannot be replicated outside of class; therefore, you will earn half credit for any missed class exercises (the “practice what you’ve learned” sections).  

2.  Quizzes cannot be made up whether your absence is excused or unexcused; however, I will allow you to drop your lowest quiz score.

C.  Essays

1.  Only in extenuating circumstance can an essay be turned in late, and then it must be submitted the next class period.  The student MUST notify the instructor PRIOR to the essay due date, and the instructor must approve it; otherwise, the essay must be turned in the next class period and will receive a letter grade/10 % penalty.
2.  Essays handed in more than one class period late will receive a zero; however, you must submit all drafts of each paper to pass the course (whether or not you receive any points for it).
D.  Quizzes and Tests

1.  You will have between at least six reading journals or pop quizzes.  You will not be able to take the quiz if you are absent.  I will not schedule these on a day that an activity has been given me from the office.  Even though the option exists to have a quiz each unit, quizzes will not be given every week.

2.  You will have a final test.  I will give you a study guide the week before the test as well as stressing which points will be on the test during the term.  MLA formatting will be tested on the final exam. The test may include multiple choice questions, T/F questions, short answer questions, and/or essay questions.

E.  Discussion Board

1.  Your weekly discussion board response is due by Wednesday at 9:00 a.m. (class time).  Most of these responses should be written in paragraph form with a topic sentence and specific details.  You must cite quotes and paraphrasing appropriately.  Unless otherwise noted, it will be assumed that your quotes come from the textbook.  If from another source, you must also include a bibliographic entry in MLA format.

2.  You must respond to two of your classmates’ posts by Friday at 3:00 p.m.  These responses don’t have a minimum requirement, but must be reflective, thought provoking, and follow the acceptable use policy from this class.
3. Rubric for discussion board posts is in the DB folder on Blackboard.
VII.  
Withdraw from Class Procedure:

The student must complete the withdrawal form with the Student Services Office if he/she stops attending class.  Students who do not formally withdraw will receive an F for the class and still be responsible for tuition.

VIII.  
Tentative Class Schedule:  attached.

IX.  
Disclaimer:

This syllabus is not a contract, and the instructor retains the right to make changes in the course’s schedule, policies, and requirements as necessary so long as those changes are consistent with the policies of MPCC and do not affect transferability.

X.
Other:

1.  For this class you will need:  the required texts, and some type of disc, cd, or flash drive to save all your assignments on (or the hard drive of your laptop).

2.  It is not acceptable to use a cell phone during class.  This includes text messaging.  Phones may be confiscated for the class period.  The same goes for iPods, mp3 players, etc.  Also, if, after given a warning, you continue to use your phone or other device, I will count you as absent.  (If your school has a tougher policy, it must be enforced.)

3.  Keep all papers for this class in a folder.  You will be asked to turn in a portfolio at the conclusion of the semester.

Class Schedule

August

High School Introduction:


8/19-23

· Introduce the course:  syllabus, permissions, register for class

· Discuss digital portfolio and creating webpage with http://www.weebly.com/
· Three-word introduction

· Introduction to the course:  e-mail

· Present introductions.

· The Last Lecture – parent lottery.

· Influential Essay about a person (or group) who influenced you life.
· Chapter 1:  Pre-writing, pg. 3-29

· Practice What You’ve Learned pg. 22 A (in class)

· Assignment pg. 25 #1 flyer for or warning others about “Breatharianism” seminar.

· Discussion Board:


WEEK 1

8/26-8/30:

· Introduction to the course:  blackboard

· Chapter 2:  The Thesis Statement pg. 31-46

· MLA formatting of quote, paraphrase, and summary.

· Teacher comments – edit vs. revise

· Practice What You’ve Learned pg. 39 A & B, pg. 42 A

· Chapter 3:  The Body Paragraphs, pg. 47-78

· Practice What You’ve Learned pg. 55 A & B, pg. 63 A or B (choose one), pg. 76 D 

· Discuss quoting/paraphrasing/summarizing.

· Poke your “I”s out.

· Pop Quiz
· Discussion Board: Introduce yourself to the class.  Attach a link to your weebly webpage, but also explain a little bit about yourself, your family, and your plans for the future.

September

WEEK 2 (Labor Day break September 2)


9/2 -9/6: 

· Chapter 4:  Beginnings and Endings, pg. 81-93
· Practicing What You’ve Learned pg. 85, pg. 90, pg. 92
· Chapter 5:  Drafting and Revising pg. 95-124

· MLA formatting in text citations
· Writing “in your head”

· Practice What You’ve Learned p. 111 (Choose A or B)
· Pop Quiz
· Discussion Board:  What are some of your favorite lead-in suggestions that the author discusses on pages 82-84?  What sticks out the most from this week’s readings?  Make sure you use a quote, paraphrase, and summarize the information.  Use MLA formatting to cite the information.
WEEK 3

9/9-9/13:


· Chapter 12:  Narration (Personal narrative), pg. 343-355

· Practice What You’ve Learned p. 346

· Written Assignment: Choose a topic from page 347.  Answer questions 1-6 on page 348-349 about the topic.  (If wisely chosen, this may be helpful for scholarship essays as well as the personal narrative due for this class.)
· Chapter 6:  Effective Sentences, pg. 125-152
· Practice What You’ve Learned pg. 134, pg. 139, pg. 144, p.149
· Pop Quiz
· Discussion Board:  Find a humorous example of an ineffective sentence and share it with the class. (Hint: church bulletins are great and you can find them on the Internet, or other options include Reader’s Digest, etc.)  What could the author have written to make it more effective?
WEEK 4

9/16-9/20:


· Personal narrative rough draft due —perform a peer review on two students’ essays.

· Chapter 9:  Exposition, pg. 195-286 Group Project work week

· Group presentations:  Development by Example (196-209), Development by Process Analysis (209-227)

· Group presentations:  Development by Comparison and Contrast (227 -248), Development by Definition (248-261)

· Chapter 9:  Exposition (conclusion), pg. 195-286
· Group presentations:  Development by Division and Classification (261-274), Development by Causal Analysis (274-286)
· Pop Quiz

WEEK 5 (Arnold P/T Conferences)


9/25-9/27

· Final draft of Personal narrative due.

· Notes from presentation

· Discussion Board:  Choose one of the essay topics on pg. 263-264 and produce a well-written paragraph with a specific example according to the chapter guidelines.  After your paragraph, tell which development style you chose for your paragraph, the benefits of that development style, and explain how the same topic could have a different feel by using a different development style.
October

WEEK 6 


9/30-10/4: 

· MPCC Guest Speaker Library Resources

· Writing for Informative (Expository) Essay

· Chapter 7:  Word Logic, pg. 153-177
· Practice What You’ve Learned, pg. 159-161; pg. 173-174

· Discussion Board:  Choose one of the essay topics on pg. 278-279 and produce a well-written paragraph following the chapter guidelines. After your paragraph, tell which development style you chose for your paragraph, the benefits of that development style, and explain how the same topic could have a different feel by using a different development style.

WEEK 7

10/7-10/11:

· Informative (expository) Essay rough draft due  —perform a peer review on two students’ essays.

· Chapter 13:  Writing Essays Using Multiple Strategies, pg. 357-368
· Questions on Content, Structure, and Style p. 366.  

· Pop Quiz
· Discussion Board:  What were two or three of the most helpful suggestions in the word logic chapter?  How can you apply that to your writing?  Make sure you include quotes and cite them in MLA formatting.
WEEK 8

10/14 -10/18: (End of 1st quarter for high school portion of the grade)

· Informative Essay final due
· Chapter 11:  Description, pg. 323-341

· Practice What You’ve Learned, pg. 328 A and B
· Pop Quiz
· Discussion Board:  Choose one of the essay topics from page 331-333 and write a strong, descriptive paragraph OR find a picture on the internet and write a strong, descriptive paragraph regarding the picture (be sure to add the link to the picture for your readers to view).
WEEK 9 (Fall Break)
10/21 - 10/25: (Wallace P/T conferences – no school 10/24)

· Descriptive Essay rough draft due  —perform a peer review on two students’ essays.

· Chapter 10:  Argumentation, pg. 287-322

· Practice What You’ve Learned pg. 299-300 A and B
· Pop Quiz
· Discussion Board: No discussion board due this week
WEEK 10 
10/28-11/1:

· Descriptive Essay final due
· Chapter 14:  Writing a Paper Using Research, pg. 371-430
· Choosing topics

· Acceptable sources

· Research skills

· Reference pages

· Research paper guidelines and rubrics

· Pop Quiz
· Discussion Board:  What are you leaning towards for your topic?  Why does this interest you?  
November
WEEK 11

11/4 – 11/8:

· Choose topic for research paper

· Write thesis for research paper

· RESEARCH

· Outline for research paper

· Discussion Board:  What topic did you decide to write your research paper on?  What interesting information did you find out about your topic?
WEEK 12

11/12 – 11/15:
(Conference One Act)

· Writing week (conference as needed)

· Introduction paragraph(s)

· Background paragraph(s)

· Body paragraphs

· Refute paragraph

· Conclusion paragraph
· Discussion Board:  What difficulties have you encountered in writing your paper?  What were the most helpful sources that you found?
WEEK 13 

11/18 – 11/22:


WEEK 14 (Thanksgiving Break)


11/25-29:

· Rough draft due of research paper for Mrs. Moninger’s advice.
· Discussion Board:  What are your plans for Thanksgiving dinner?  What was your most memorable vacation?  (Choose one and write a thoughtful, creative paragraph.)


December

WEEK 15 (District One Act)

12/2 – 12/6:

· Revision Day
· Revised Research Paper due  —perform a peer review on two students’ essays.

· Make final revision

· Discussion Board:  Respond to last week’s discussion board.

WEEK 16

12/9 – 12/13:


· Final research paper due
· Chapter 15:  Writing in Class: Exams and “Response” Essays, pg. 441-454

· Practice What You’ve Learned, pg. 453B

· Practice What You’ve Learned, pg. 453A

· Assignment, pg. 454

· Final essay due (Research Paper).

WEEK 17

12/16 – 12/20:  


· Go over portfolio requirements. (1 or 2 page reflection, notes, discussion board, first drafts, and final drafts)
· Chapter 16:  Writing about Literature, pg. 455-483
· Practice What You’ve Learned pg. 473-475  Geraldo No Last Name, pg. 480-483 The Road Not Taken
· Preview ENG 1020
· Discussion Board:  What were the most surprising concepts that you learned this semester?  What lesson do you hope you will remember in the future?
· Final exam 

· Portfolio Due
